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Plumpton College
Education Pathways (14-16) 2027/28
Student Handbook
Welcome to Plumpton College
This handbook is for parents and carers of our current or prospective 14-16 students. 
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Electively Home Educated (EHE) Offer
The college offers a range of vocational courses, English, Maths, BTEC Applied Science and PSHE (our bespoke programme that supports students to develop personal and social skills needed for progression and adult life).
Our EHE programmes are based on a two-day or three-day pathway which is built around the individual students’ educational requirements.
Two-day offer
Option 1 – Vocational day plus English and Maths
Option 2 – Vocational x 2 days

Three-day offer
Option 1 – Vocational day plus English, Maths, Science and PSHE
Option 2 – Vocational x 2 days, plus English and Maths or Science and PSHE
Vocational courses on offer
· Agriculture
· Gateway to Engineering
· Sport
· Animal Care
· Horse Care – Equine
· Floristry
· Horticulture
· Metalsmithing
· Woodland and Forestry Skills
· Diploma in Food Industry Skills (2 year course for students aged 14 on 31 August 2027)
Please note that Floristry, Food Industry Skills, Engineering and Metalsmithing will have a fee payable at enrolment to cover the cost of resources used throughout the course, and our three-day provision has a college facilities fee.
School link Offer
The college offers a one-day-per-week School Link programme, enabling students to study one vocational subject from a reduced range of options. Students remain on roll at their school, and all communication from the college is sent via the school.
Funding and support
Baseline funding for EHE students is provided by the ESFA. However, we receive no additional funding to support special educational needs for our 14–16 students, and we do not have Learning Support Assistants.
Our Exam Access Arrangements Assessor works with teachers to establish any arrangements needed for exams and to put support in place as required.
For School Link students, course-related costs and the annual fee are funded directly by the school in which students remain on roll. If a School Link student has an EHCP, the responsibility for implementing the support outlined within it remains with the school, along with any associated additional funding.
Current (2026-2027) costs for 14-16 courses. Please be aware that these may change for 2027/28 entry:
· Floristry: £500 (subject to change year on year)*
· Metalsmithing: £230.00 (subject to change year on year)*
· Engineering: £100 (subject to change year on year)
· Food Industry Skills: £140 (subject to change year on year)*
· Facilities fee for our three-day provision: £150 (subject to change year on year)**
* A payment plan can be put in place for course fees over £100.
** This fee covers on-site medical care, security services, Wi‑Fi and broadband, use of sports amenities, student welfare and counselling, online training, and IT services including laptop loans.
English, Maths and Science
For home educated students, English and Maths provision enables students to study Functional Skills and/or GCSE qualifications, depending on the results of their initial assessment.  Groupings and levels are reassessed throughout the year to ensure that students are on the right course for their ability.
GCSE students usually sit exams in the equivalent of Year 11.
English and Maths teaching takes place on only one day of the overall timetable, so there is an expectation that learning is also supported at home. Homework is set weekly.

The Science qualifications offered are the BTEC Level 1 Introductory Certificate in Applied Science in Year 1 and the BTEC Level 1 Diploma in Applied Science in Year 2.  This is taught alongside PSHE.
Equipment lists:
Students are expected to bring the correct kit and PPE with them to college each day.  Failure to do so will mean that they cannot take part in the practical elements of the course.  14-16 students need the essential equipment listed on the website: 14-16 PPE kit list.docx
Important administration details
All parent/carer and emergency contact details must be provided to the college. We require at least two emergency contacts. It is essential that we have correct and up-to-date medical information for every young person enrolled with us.
Without this information, the young person may be asked to remain at home or school until the necessary details are received, which will delay their start date.
For School Link students, we will communicate through the main school contact unless there is an urgent safeguarding matter.
Our Health and Safety team will send an online medical form at enrolment. Please complete this whether or not your young person has a medical condition.

14–16 Education Pathways team
The Education Pathways team oversees the individual programme offer and works with families, students and curriculum areas to support success.
Our team:
· Becky Sonnex, Director of Education Pathways (14–16) and Foundation Learning
· Hilary Clegg, Deputy Head of Education Pathways (14–16)
· Helen Crouch, Education Pathways Engagement Coordinator
· Rachel Lewis, PSHE Tutor and Student Experience Coordinator (14–16)
· Eleanor Wilkinson, 14–16 EAA and Learning Support Tutor
· Jane Rutherford, 14–16 Administrator

Who do I contact?
	Query
	Contact

	Any 14–16 student absence (EHE or School Link)
	Please report this via Proportal and also email  14-16team@plumpton.ac.uk  so the team is informed of the circumstances.

	General enquiries relating to 14–16 students, courses and progression
	14-16team@plumpton.ac.uk

	Admissions questions
	enquiries@plumpton.ac.uk

	Bus-related queries
	Please contact Zeelo directly. There is a ‘contact us’ form on their website.

	Escalating queries or concerns
	Hilary Clegg – hilary.clegg@plumpton.ac.uk

	Queries relating to SEND or access arrangements
	Eleanor Wilkinson – eleanor.wilkinson@plumpton.ac.uk

	Safeguarding
	These should be directed to Helen Crouch – helen.crouch@plumpton.ac.uk 

For serious safeguarding concerns you may choose to contact the college wide team at: safeguarding@plumpton.ac.uk

	Director of Education Pathways and Foundation Learning
	Becky Sonnex  becky.sonnex@plumpton.ac.uk









Student expectations (all 14–16s)
· A minimum of 93% attendance is expected on all programmes.
· In the case of student absence, please ensure the team is notified.
· As EHE courses at Plumpton supplement education provided at home, we work closely with Local Authority EHE teams to help ensure provision remains suitable. This may include sharing attendance data, safeguarding concerns and relevant educational background.
· For School Link students, we work in partnership with schools to share safeguarding concerns and relevant information in a timely way.
· On arrival at college, EHE students should go directly to their first lesson by 9.00 am, where staff will register them.
· School Link students must sign in at the 14–16 Hub before going to their first lesson, so that partner schools can be updated on attendance.
· Where behavioural concerns arise, students will follow a supportive process to re-engage in learning where appropriate.
This involves three stages:
1. an informal meeting with department staff
2. a first formal meeting between the student, parent/carer and the Deputy Head of Education Pathways/Director
3. a final formal meeting with the same parties, plus a member of the Senior Management Team
At each stage, a review date will be set to reflect on progress against agreed targets.
· Students enrolled on 14–16 courses must stay on site at all times unless parental consent has been given for a college field trip.
· Students must wear their college lanyard at all times on site as part of our safeguarding procedures.
· 14-16 students are not allowed to be in possession of a vape/cigarettes whilst on site. This will be made clear during transition days, induction and assemblies.
· Any 14–16 student caught vaping/smoking or in possession of a vape/cigarettes on site will have the vape/cigarettes confiscated and will be suspended with immediate effect. A performance review meeting will then take place in line with our Behaviour Management Policy.
· This procedure also applies to alcohol, possession of illegal substances on site, or any activity that is illegal for this age group.

Mobile phones
In response to the government’s guidance on mobile phone use in schools for school-aged students, the college has introduced an updated mobile phone policy for our 14–16 students. This approach has been adapted to give our students appropriate independence with their devices, while also reducing the distractions that mobile phones can cause during lessons.
Students must not use mobile phones during lesson time unless directed to do so as part of a learning activity. Phones must be out of sight and on silent during lessons.
Any student found using or with a visible phone during a lesson will have it confiscated. Confiscated phones will be taken to the Hub, where they will be stored securely in a locked box and can be collected at the end of the college day. Parents or carers will be informed if a phone is confiscated.
If a student refuses to hand their phone to staff after a request to do so has been made, the student will need to be collected from the college site immediately and will only be permitted to return after a meeting with the Deputy Head or Director of Education Pathways.
Repeated breaches of this policy will result in the three stages of the college behaviour policy being followed.

Headphones/EarPods/music policy
14–16 students may only use non-electronic earplugs or ear defenders during lessons with prior approval, and these must not be used for listening to audio. The requirement to listen to music or white noise in class is a rare, exceptional adjustment for students with significant sensory, medical or emotional needs and where appropriate evidence has been submitted to college.  Arrangements must be agreed in advance, and should protect learning, communication, and safety. The full policy is available upon request from the 14-16 team.

Travel
For the safety of all of our students, we ask that 14–16 students only travel to and from the college either on the buses provided or via parent/carer/guardian.
Students in this age group must not come to college on their own motor transport, for example a moped or electric scooter.

Progress reporting
· For EHE students, parents/carers/guardians and relevant support workers will be invited to two Parents’ Evenings. (One for maths and English and one for the vocational areas)
· The 14–16 team also meets students individually to discuss progress and next steps. Where needed, families will be invited to further meetings.
· If a student is not making expected progress, the college will contact parents/carers/guardians to discuss strategies to re-engage them in learning.
· School Link students receive two academic progress reports each year, sent to the partner school to share with parents/carers/guardians.
· Students remaining in the 14–16 cohort for a second year must pass their first year to continue.

Cause to Celebrate and Cause for Concern comments
Staff at the college will log any behavioural concerns as a Cause for Concern. These will be sent home weekly to parents/carers /guardians to discuss with their young person. Repeated Cause for Concern comments will trigger an informal/first formal/final formal meeting and targets being set as part of our college behaviour policy.
Cause to Celebrate comments are logged when students do something worthy of praise. This may be for academic work, attitude, effort or helping someone out. These comments are sent home each week. Each Cause to Celebrate comment logged gives the student a house point.

Assemblies and pre-lunch enrichment
All EHE students attend a weekly assembly that supports their personal development alongside their studies. The programme covers key areas such as life skills, health and wellbeing, local and national risks, and future planning, while building confidence, resilience, and independence. It also encourages target setting, reflection, and positive community values through charity and House Competition activities, helping students prepare for life beyond college.
School Link students and students on three-day-a-week programmes attend a pre-lunch enrichment session once per week.

House system
All students are allocated to one of four Houses and are encouraged to collect House points through termly competitions and via receiving Cause to Celebrate comments. House point totals are celebrated in termly celebration assemblies.

Appointments and holidays
Where possible, medical, dental and optician appointments should be arranged outside college hours, during holidays or on non-timetabled days.
If a student needs to leave during the college day, they must:
· sign out at the 14–16 Hub
· have parental/carer/guardian confirmation received by the college
· sign back in on return
A phone call or email alone does not replace this process.
As an FE college, we cannot authorise holidays. Please avoid booking holidays in term time, as poor attendance can affect achievement, progression into Year 2, or a future post-16 place at Plumpton or elsewhere.

If a student feels unwell whilst on site
If a student becomes unwell and needs to be collected, a team member will contact a parent/carer/guardian. Collection should be from main reception. Students should report to the 14–16 Hub, and staff will send them to reception when appropriate.
Please do not send students to college with non-prescription medication such as paracetamol or ibuprofen. This is to prevent students taking medication without the knowledge of staff or exchanging them with friends.
If medication is needed during the college day as part of a treatment plan, please tell the 14–16 team so suitable arrangements can be made.
EHCP and special educational needs
We gather information at interview and from EHCP or other SEND paperwork. Where appropriate, students will receive a Universal Offer, and staff will be informed so that they can develop inclusive strategies to support the young person.
For EHE students, the Local Authority remains responsible for the EHCP and will not amend or fund it because a student attends Plumpton’s 14–16 offer. The Local Authority remains responsible for maintaining the EHCP and leading annual reviews. For school link students the school remains responsible for maintaining the EHCP.

Exam Access Arrangements (EAA)
For both EHE and School Link students, EAA decisions must be based on evidence from classroom experience at Plumpton College, showing the student’s normal way of working. We must follow JCQ requirements, which are updated annually. It is JCQ that sets the evidence requirements – not the college. We must adhere to these standards in all cases as failure to do so is malpractice.
Important points
· For EHE students, previous reports and diagnosis should be shared with the EAA assessor at the time of offer or enrolment. Please be aware diagnosis is not a guarantee of EAA being awarded, but an advice for the classroom teachers.
· For School Link students, we will liaise directly with the school to ensure we are, wherever possible, putting in the same arrangements as are in place in school. However, please be aware that without classroom evidence from Plumpton it may not be possible to put all the arrangements in place.
· For every student, regardless of prior EAA or assessments, teachers will ensure they have the appropriate arrangements based on their classroom performance.
Please do not request that the college assesses your young person for Exam Access Arrangements (EAA) as all requests will be led by the classroom teachers. JCQ will not authorise EAAs without the evidence threshold being met. If you believe that your young person will require EAA, please communicate with the EAA Assessor about this upon enrolment.
Reasonable adjustments
Reasonable adjustments can be discussed at interview for matters relating to disability, medical needs, religion, faith or culture.
We are committed to equality, diversity and inclusion. However, reasonable adjustments cannot override health and safety requirements.

14–16 progression
Students who enrol in Year 10 are expected to study for two years. At the end of each year, a review considers:
· qualification completion
· attendance
· behaviour
· suitability to continue
If a student is approved to return for Year 11, parents/carers do not need to reapply.
If a student turns 16 on or before 31 August in a given year, they will need to apply for a post-16 study programme, and will be required to complete a new application and attend an interview.
The 14–16 team fully support post-16 progression through assemblies and 1:1s and parents/carers/guardians are kept fully informed of support available.

Application and interview process for Sept 2027 entry
EHE process
The EHE application form will open on the 14–16 page of the Plumpton College website on 26th October 2026 and will remain open for five weeks.
All applicants who apply in that window will be invited to interview, but an interview does not guarantee a place. The provision is regularly oversubscribed. The interview uses a standard set of questions and is not designed to catch students out. We ask all interviewees to be honest so we can best support them if they gain a place.
After the window closes, an expression of interest form remains available on the website, but applicants will only be contacted if places become available in specific curriculum areas.
Students should come prepared to discuss
· why they have chosen their course(s)
· their future study or career interests
· any relevant work experience, volunteering or research
Interviewees should bring in a short handwritten or digital statement about themselves, no longer than one side of A4.
Some of our most oversubscribed vocational courses run an assessment day during February half term before offers are made. These are scheduled to take place on Tuesday 16th February but the date may change.
If a student is not offered a place, but is deemed a suitable applicant, they will be put onto the waiting list. Waiting lists remain in place for one academic year only.
School Link process
The School Link application form is sent to school contacts in February each year. All schools receive it on the same date to ensure fairness. It is also shared with Local Authority teams. Families and schools should not apply for School Link places through the Plumpton website.
The application window is open for four weeks. During this period, every application, student statement and supporting document, including EHCPs, student passports and references, will be reviewed. Schools are informed whether the young person will be invited to an online interview.
An interview does not guarantee a place. If applications are submitted after the window closes, students may be added to a waiting list, depending on demand.
The interview includes
· a presentation from Plumpton staff
· standard interview questions (not designed to catch the student out)
· an opportunity for the student to ask questions
We ask all interviewees to be honest so we can best support them if they gain a place.
Safeguarding and health and safety are central to all placement decisions. The college reserves the right to decline an application based on the information provided by the school.

Transition events
Successful applicants will be invited to transition events in June/July before the academic year starts.
All students must attend a full vocational transition day from 9.00 am to 4.00 pm. This includes a morning briefing, practical and theory activities, and opportunities to meet staff and other students.
EHE students will also attend an additional day for further information and English and Maths initial assessments to place them into the right class for the start of the academic year.
During transition events and the first six weeks of term, the 14–16 team will monitor attendance, behaviour, feedback and course suitability so that any concerns can be addressed early with families or schools.
Before transition and enrolment, the team will send data collection forms covering areas such as
· SEN/EHCP
· medical needs
· media consent
· behaviour contract
· equipment lists
Incomplete documentation may delay the young person’s start date.

Final note
Thank you for taking the time to read this information about our Education Pathways 14–16 provision. We look forward to potentially working with you and your young person.
We strongly encourage families to attend college open events to speak with the team and curriculum staff about the opportunities available.
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