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Council for

Learning Outside the Classroom

Bespoke visits for schools
from pre-school to GCSE

Plumpton College is a land-based college situated at the foot of the South
Downs. Purpose built in 1926 the College has undergone much
development in recent years and now offers a wide variety of land-based

courses .

The main College is situated in the centre of tK S / 2f f S35 Q&
estate. The unique rural setting of the College provides us with extensive
opportunity to maximize the links between food, farming, the
environment and the educational curriculum.

The College is nine miles from Brighton and London in only an hour away.
The College has out centres at Netherfield, Robertsbridge and Ninfield.

s

y don



Educational Visits

FACE (Farming & Countryside Education)

The College has well established links with a wide range of schools. Several
thousand pupils visit the College estate every year to take part in a broad
range of programmes designed to support and enrich classroom learning.

We offer a range of programmes and activities that focus on the needs of
the National Curriculum. We aim to ensure that that all visits to the College
estate provide a valuable learning experience as well as being safe and
enjoyable for everybody. Plumpton College is one of the first organisations
in the country to be awarded the Learning Outside of the Classroom Quality
Badge.
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Council for
Learning Outside the Classroom

Educational visits are hosted within the Childre n* s  Rur al
(CREC), a purpose built self-contained classroom which has superb views
of the South Downs and the College Farm.

As well as providing a base for visiting school groups and housing a range
of resources for schools and teachers, the CREC is also the ideal venue for
teachers and industry professionals to meet. Events are run in conjunction
with Subject Advisers, Education Business Partnership, FACE (Farming and
Countryside Education) departments within the College and a range of
partner organizations.

Educ

The College has strong links with FACE and hosts the regional FACE office. FACE supports
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helps young people, wherever they live, learn more about food, farming and the
countryside. FACE provides a one-stop enquiry service for pupils and teachers, training for
teachers, extensive quality resources and links with farmers and the rural industries.

FACE School Membership
Benefits:

e Access to expert help and advice on the curriculum

e Journals for teachers which focus on the teaching and learning of food and farming.
These include ideas for use in the classroom, personal experiences and shared
1K2dzaKGa Fo2dzi RSOSt2LAYy3 fSIENYSNBEQ

e Discounted rate for teacher seminars and training to develop food and farming
curriculum related activities for use in teaching.

e An annual conference to provide members with the opportunity to network and share
ideas with like-minded professionals, and a range of workshops and seminars led by
experienced facilitators.

e Regular e-newsletters and priority updates to disseminate up-to-date information
about the latest developments related to the teaching and learning of food and
farming topics.
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resources to support teaching and farming in the curriculum.

Cost £60 + vat
Sign up at www.face-online.org.uk/membership or contact 024 7685 3086

If you are interested in this area and want to know more about how farming and
countryside topics can be integrated into the curriculum, discuss linking schools with
farms or associated projects, please contact Louisa or visit the FACE website.

Louisa Devismes,

FACE Regional Co-ordinator, South East.
Louisa@face-online.org.uk

01273 892096

www.face-online.org.uk ' =
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The College Estate

The wider College estate covers 890 hectares and is used extensively for
educational purposes. The estate encompasses a diverse range of
flryRaoOlILISa YR KFIoAGlIGAa 6KAOK O
farming operations and horticultural facilities offers prime opportunity for
the investigation of food, farming and environmental studies.

Wales Farm

The College farm is a partly organic mixed farm which is made up of a
range of enterprises. These include the dairy herd, an indoor pig unit
housing approximately 120 sows and 5 boars, an organic sheep unit
producing lamb for local butchers, a Sussex suckler beef herd (also run as
part of the organic farming operations) a range of crops including wheat
barley and oilseed rape as well as forage crops to support the dairy herd
over the winter months. Also housed on the College farm is an oilseed
rape press for the production of rape seed oil.

Wales Farm offers a vast range of learning opportunities across the
curriculum. Many schools visit the farm on a regular basis and appreciate
the opportunity to experience a working farm in a safe and structured
environment. Wales Farm is accredited through the Access to Farms
network and the Learning Outside of the Classroom Quality Badge. Visits
to the farm promise to be a practical, multi-sensory and memorable
experience that cannot be offered in the classroom. A farm visit can
SY NA OK learning folv inRithe future and for many children can
be the first step in understanding where the food on their plate comes
from.
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Wh a t 6 S on Of f er 7 crops, grains and seeds. Use the hand

milling and grinding equipment to processes
cereals and make muesli. Ua S k8l
MatQto sort out the shopping basket and

We cater for pupils from pre-school through to GCSE. All visits to the
College are tailor made to take into account the time you have available,

the number of pupils and the areas of learning that you would like to create a healthy, balanced diet.

e Countrysi de PUik usemapse
and compasses to navigate their way

focus on. We have a wide range of topics and activities available and
recommend that you arrange a pre-visit to the College to view the

facilities and discuss your requirements. around the estate to complete practical

Visits usually range from half to full-day field trips. Below are examples of environmental activities. A new activity

a range of topics and activities that are on offer and are some of our which will teach new skills, encourage team

. - working and burn lots of energy!
more popular choices amongst our regular visitors.

e Dairy Farming project ~ The lifecycle of

dairy cows. How are the cows cared for and

Reception & Key Stage 1
kept healthy? How does the milking
° Farm animals and their young machinery work? What happens to the milk

?
e All about cows that the cows produce?

o In the farmyard e Environmental Arts ~ Stimulate interest

. Lambing and understanding in the countryside and

. . natural materials, works well combined
° Fruit, vegetable and herb exploration

. with invertebrate and plant studies.
o Nature trail

e Nature Studies ~ Invertebrates and plants,
habitats and wildlife.
e Green plants ~ Investigate the variety of

plant life on the College estate, the

° Colors and shapes in the countryside
° Mini-beast investigation

o Environmental arts and crafts

e  Tractors and tools

processes and cycles of plants through
° Paper pot making and seed sowing

practical, hands-on horticultural activities.

Key Stage 2
° Food and Farming ~ Visit the farm to find out where food really Curriculum links, QCA adapted schemes of work and
comes from. Learn more about farm animals and their lifecycles, ! . .
how farmers care for their animals, the different jobs that a farmer examples of how lea rning about fOOd; fa rming and
does through the year and how he cares for the countryside. the countryside can be carried out can be found at

e  The Grain Chain ~ Learn about the different crops that are grown

www.face-online.org.uk

on the farm, why and how they are grown. Investigate the

machinery used and compare this with the past. Identify different
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Information

School Links ~ General

Key Stages 3 and 4

Visits to the College Estate provide real life experiences that enrich the national
curriculum and challenge pupils to research, discuss, analyse and find solutions.
The College will provide a range of tailor made sessions to support specific subject
areas or cross curricular learning. Below are some examples:

e Geography. Recognize the physical and human characteristics of the farm;
Investigate land use and changes in the environment; investigate the inputs,
outputs and processes of a range of farm enterprises; use fieldwork skills.
Chemistry. Investigate the Oil Seed Rape processing plant, learn about the
processes take place to extract the oil and make it fit for human consumption or
for use as fuel; the benefits and risks of using vegetable oils.

Science. Investigate selective breeding and reproductive techniques in farm

animals; learn about how crops are produced and how the land is used on the

farm; investigate the habitats and wildlife on the farm and how they managed
alongside farming; compare the advantages and disadvantages of different
methods of farming.

¢ ICT. Investigate the many applications of ICT in the operations of the different
farm enterprises.

e Food Technology. Find out about how foods are produced and the processes
that they go through before they reach the kitchen. Investigate the factors
which influence the flavor, quality and cost of produce. Learn more about
organic and conventional farming methods.

¢ Enterprise Education. Investigate the Dairy Food Chain and propose ways of

improving the chain for the key players involved.

Careers and Courses Mornings

This is an opportunity to visit the College and have a chat about our courses. Or
friendly and helpful Staff from each department will be available to give
information and advice on specific courses and career progression. Information
mornings will take place on Saturday 7" November 2009, 9am ¢ 12.30pm and
Saturday 6™ March 2010, 9am ¢ 12.30pm.

School Vocational Courses

The College provides a range of courses for year 10 and 11 students in
Agriculture, Horticulture, Small Animal Care, Equine, Sports (Outdoor Education),
Motor Vehicle, Countryside Conservation and Forestry Conservation. Students can
attend the College or one of its out centre@ for one day a week to achieve a
vocational qualification with GCSE equivalence.

Environmental & Land Based Studies Diploma

A new qualification for 14 - 19 year olds which combines classroom learning with
practical, hands on experience. This qualification has GCSE equivalence and is
nationally recognized opening up pathways to employment or Further or Higher
Education. These new courses are delivered in collaboration between Plumpton
College and various schools. Taster sessions for Year 9 students are available at
College on Friday 30" October 2009 and Friday 19" February 2010.

Taster Courses

Our taster days are designed to give pupils in Years 10 and 11 an insight into the
large variety of courses available at College. Taster days provide pupils with an
opportunity to spend a day experiencing a subject of their choice so that it is
easier to make a decision about their future study and career. Taster days will

take place during the autumn, spring and summer terms.




Lambing is always a very popular and busy time at the College farm.
Suitable for pupils of all ages a visit to the College during lambing time
offers many opportunities for supporting a host of subject areas and
cross-curricular learning.

The Shepherds Year

Lifecycle of Sheep

Care of ewes and their lambs
Anatomy of sheep

Handling and bottle feeding lambs
Help the Shepherd, practical sessions
Different breeds of sheep and where
they come from

Sheep skeleton compared to humans
Craft activities

Guess the weight of the lamb

Sheep maths
...and maybe see lambs being born.

Lambing at the College farm this year will take place from March 1%

through to the end of April. Booking is essential and places are limited
(aim to book by Christmas to avoid disappointment). The cost is £2.00 per
pupil. To book contact Louisa.devismes@plumpton.ac.uk, telephone
01273 892096.

Galye | NBFa 2F 2dzNJ OdzNNR Odz
our visit which has given us the opportunity to move the
children forward. Without a doubt a wonderful visit that the
OKAf RNBY oOoFyR adFFF0 oAt |

St Augustines, Tunbridge Wells.

Pupils get a taste for College life

During June several hundred year 5
and 6 pupils took part in Professor
CtdzZFFeaqQ tfdzyLlizy
The junior arm of the Aimhigher
project, Professor Fluffy aims to raise
awareness among pupils of the
opportunities available to them once
they have finished secondary school.

Pupils took part in a range of activities
across a variety of course areas
including forestry, agriculture, equine,
countryside, floristry, outdoor
education (sport) and horticulture.
Pupils were chaperoned by Student
Ambassadors during their day at
College and were encouraged to
investigate College campus and find
out what student life is really like

compared to school.

Teachers from Whitehawk Primary
School ssA R &G KS RI @&
inspirational for our pupils and we are
keen to be a part of this event on a
NE3dzt  NJ 6F &Aaé P

Now a popular and well established
day in the College calendar next years
event will take place on Thursday 24"
June 2010

Aimhigher...



Forthcoming Events

“Chickens 1in
Wednesday 3" February 2010, 4 — 6pm

Back by popular demand this session is for
0§SIFH OKSNEZ ¢! dQa 2 NJ
like help, advice and guidance on incubating,
hatching and keeping chickens in school. Topics
covered will include hygiene, sourcing fertilized
eggs, incubators types and their use, chick care
and welfare, management of chickens in school,
and sourcing new and second hand poultry

Schnonnt I

Lambing at the College Farm
1% March — 30" April 2010

NS - |
Daily sessions from 10.30am to
12.30pm with a range of talks,
activities and the opportunity to
handle lambs and maybe see lambs
being born.

Early booking is essential (aim to
book by Christmas to avoid
disappointment). £2.00 per pupil.

The ideal maximum group size is
approximately 30 pupils.

equipment. £5.00 per person, includes
refreshments and resources.

Aimhigher Primary Event
Thursday 24" June 2010, 10am —2.30pm

Book by Monday 25" January 2010.

I\lAlSpB’tJFity for year 5 and 6 pupils to find out what College life is all
about. A day of practical activities, exploration and demonstrations. This

‘Wildlife FriendlyGa r d e n s’ I
Thursday 15" October 2009, 4 —6pm
ThA a Aa I éééé?x2y
student teachers and those involved

day is fully funded by Aimhigher Sussex and spaces are limited. Booking is
essential. Telephone 01273 892096 to find out more.

with developing school grounds. Stacks

Keep in touch...

receive updates by e maill f r om

If you would like to
t he
forthcoming events,

of ideas for creating wildlife friendly
features using materials from the
countryside and recycled objects.
Ideas for links within your local Centre with news of
community and accessing other

activities, local projects and opportunities for
sources of help and support. £5.00 per

schools please send your e mail address to

person, includes refreshments and
resources.

Louisa.devismes@plumpton.ac.uk

Book by Monday 15" February 2010




School Project ~ News

Telscombe Cliffs Primary School & New Leaf
Conservation build a Wildlife Garden.

Over a series of days during the Summer term year 5 and 6 pupils from
Telscombe Cliffs Primary School visited the College to work with the

/266538048 adGdRSyd O2y aTBeNidbjedi Wad 6 3 NJ
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selection of recycled materials which they joined forces to accumulate.
These included stones, bricks, old tiles and clay tubes for amphibians; fir
cones, dry leaves, bark, dead wood, hay and straw for insects; canes,
tennis balls and air bricks for bees.

The groups worked hard to build up the different layers of habitat and
secure the pallets on top of each other. A special hedgehog home was
created at the base of the pallets and a living roof was planted using a
selection of wild flower and herb plants that the children had grown in
preparation back at school.

develop a Wildlife Garden within the groundd 2 F GKS [/ KAf Rinoy wna  wonwr

Education Centre. The children and volunteeNE & G NIi SR
Ol y @hd&@ing their visits worked on the construction of a series of
wildlife friendly features.

The first task undertaken was to plant a hedgerow along two sides of the
rectangular garden to provide cover and food for wildlife. The children
lifted saplings from the Downs to access native plant species and assist in
the conservation of the Downs through managing scrub. The ground for
planting was dug over, watered and after lunch on the first day all of the
children joined forces to plant the saplings, dress them with well rotted
compost and water them in.

Ready for work on the Downs

GAOGK |

To encourage birds to the garden the
children created two bird stations. They
made bird boxes, feeders using old pine
cones and logs, and pods containing
nesting materials that were collected
from around the College farm.

The children learnt how to use hand
tools safely and showed that they were
sensible and responsible enough to be
allowed to work together to construct
the bird boxes.




Two wild flower gardens were
created to attract butterflies and
bees to the area. The children
had to take off the turf and dig
over the soil, adding compost and
planting the wildflowers and
herbs that they had grown for the
garden at school.

A meandering pathway was
created through the centre of the
wildlife garden. The children
prepared the ground and collect
woodchips and tree rings before
they could get on with laying the
pathway. The children worked
well as a team and got stuck in
on what was a very warm day!

Working in the garden was thirsty work so one group of children took
some time out to collect elderflower and make cordial. The rest of the
ingredients were kindly supplied by the College chef!.

Finally, using the wood from
pallets and fence posts a
small  group positioned,
designed and built a compost
bin. Schools who visit the
Centre will now be able to use
the compost bin for their food
waste and at the same time
the bin will encourage mini-
beasts and small mammals to
the area.

OAt first the children didn

we announced our trip to Plumpton College to create a
nature garden. However, when the children arrived  at
College they were all quickly enthused, engaged and
motivated in the wide range of tasks made available to
them. Those children who find conventional teaching
methods and school life difficult benefi  tted greatly, as
it gave them a hands on approach to learning. The
visits provided the children with the opportunity to see
what vocations and career options are available to
them, with a passion to one day go to Plumpton College!
It has also inspired us a t school to develop our own
nature garden and use the skills we, as teachers, learnt
along the way. The trips were loved by all; pupils,
parents and staffo

Miss Farley, Telscombe Cliffs Primary School

If you would like practical

ideas and inspiration for

developing your school grounds why not come along for our
Wildlife Friendly Gardens
25" February ,4 & 6pm.

If you would like to bring a group of children to help us to
develop our wildlife garden further
Chil drends Centre on 01273

INSET session on Thursday

please contact the
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Useful Websites for Teachers

www.face-online.org.uk Farming and Countryside Education, resources,
case studies, teachers pages and much more...

www.plumpton.ac.uk Plumpton College.

www.growingschools.org.uk designed to support teachers in using the
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www.lotcqualitybadge.org.uk Learning Outside of the Classroom Quality
Badge.

www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk Healthy schools, a series of websites that
provide information on developing healthy school environments.

Food and Farming

www.thinkfoodandfarming.org.uk promotes healthy living by offering
children and young people direct experience of the countryside, farming
and food through growing and cooking activities and visits to farms.
www.nfu.org.uk website of the National Farmers Union, contains lots of
industry facts and figure along with interactive games and quizzes.
www.ukagriculture.com an excellent resource for the classroom with
pictures and videos of farms and the countryside.

www.grainchain.com explore the grain chain: find out how grains are
grown and harvested, investigate healthy eating and meal planning.
www.milk.co.uk information regarding dairy cows, milk production and
downloadable resources.

www.soilassociation.org.uk resources for all key stages relating to
organic food and farming.

www.bmesonline.org.uk British Meat Education Service, resources
available for all key stages.

www.countrysideinvestigators.org.uk an interactive journey through the
countryside to learn more about the people who work there.
www.britishwool.org.uk British Wool Marketing Board, a range of sheep
related resources including posters, wool samples and activity ideas.

Environmental Education

www.field-studies-council.org/ excellent identification charts for
purchase.

www.foresteducation.org a range of environmental educational
resources available.

W\g.qfaturl_edtetfctins.grg.t{aJ(/q)children's' wiIdIiff: club with downloads,
games and activities, nature spotting, topics and ideas for outdoor
learning.

www.wilderdom.com/ a website dedicated to environmental education
with resources and activities plans.
www.bbc.co.uk/breathingspaces/schools turn your school into a haven
for wildlife, sign-up for regular activity ideas and resources.
www.cat.org.uk Centre for Alternative Technology, provides information
regarding sustainable and innovative technologies

.www.cee.org.uk Council for Environmental Education. A national charity
that aim to ensure that sustainable development is embedded in policy.
Sustainability

www.nnfcc.co.uk (National Non Food Crops Centre-discover!) discover
amazing things about non-food crops and explore the world of renewable
fuels and materials

www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools National Sustainable Schools
website.

www.sustainable-development.gov.uk government sustainable
development website which provides support and advise on achieving a
sustainable future.

ww.eco-schools.org.uk eco-schools, provides a mechanism and
framework to develop your school with the environment in mind.
www.globalgateway.org.uk developing partnerships between schools
and other educational organisations a variety of resources and lesson
plans.

www.globaldimension.org.uk/ a guide to resources and websites with a
global dimension from climate change to poverty, water to fair trade.



Planning Visits to the College

Booking

All visits to the College must be pre-booked. All bookings are taken on a first
come, first served basis. During the Spring and Summer terms please plan well in
advance to avoid disappointment.

Group Size s
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are able to accommodate larger group sizes with careful planning.

Pre- visit

Pre-visits can be arranged anytime on weekdays between 8.30am and 5pm.
During a pre-visit teachers will be able to access College risk assessments, plan
the details of their visit and become familiar with the layout of the areas that
pupils will be visiting.

Cost

Visits are charged at £2.00 per pupil for the day with no cost for teachers or
parent helpers. The College will invoice school once the visit has taken place and
we know how many pupils attended. This charge is not a fixed charge, if there
are schools that find this cost prohibitive please contact us. (In some cases the
visit cost may vary, for example for particular activities or for a very large number
of pupils).

Clothes and Equipment
For all visits to the College children (and adults) will need clothing suitable for
outdoor activities i.e. a warm, waterproof coat and wellies.

Transport
The school is responsible for booking and paying for their own transport to the
College.

To book a visit to the College telephone the
Chil drends Centre on 0127

Louisa.devismes@ plumpton.ac.uk

College Open Day

Saturday 8 ™ May 2010
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Forestry

Riding Displays
Sheep Shearing
Small Animals
Tractor Rides
Craft Show

Fun Dog Show
Dog Grooming
Careers Advice

Wine Tasting & Sales

PISAUSHDA U A S &
Clay Pigeon Shoot

Refreshments
Terrier Racing
Climbing Wall
Food Hall
Floristry
Metalsmithing

To find out more call 01273 890454
www.plumpton.ac.uk

Donot

A great day out for the whole family.
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